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NOTICE 
 

The Plaquemines Parish School Board in accordance with 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits 
discrimination against any handicapped person including 
students and employees in its educational programs, non-
academic activities and employment policies as required by 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 1990. 
 
The Plaquemines Parish School Board is totally committed 
to providing a Free, Appropriate public Education (FAPE) to 
each eligible non-handicapped and handicapped student. 
 
Inquiries concerning the above may be directed to: 
Plaquemines Parish School Board, Mrs. Lavern J. Maynor, 
Director of Elementary Education, District 504 Coordinator, 
1484 Woodland Highway, Belle Chasse, LA  70037. 
 
Any person alleging discrimination in any of these areas 
should contact the local coordinator for Title VI, IX and 
Section 504:  Mrs. Isabelle J. Sias, Director of Personnel; 
Plaquemines Parish School Board, 557 F. Edward Hebert 
Blvd.; Belle Chasse, LA 70037 or phone (504) 392-4970. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ASSURANCE STATEMENT 
 

Assurance is hereby made to the general public/State Department of 
Education that the Plaquemines Parish School Systemôs Section 504 
procedural handbook has been developed in compliance with Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) of 1990, the State Department of Education guidelines included in 
Section 854 (R.S. 17.7 [11]) and Bulletin 1903. 
 
The Plaquemines Parish School Board is committed to and shall provide a 
Free, Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to each student across the 
curriculum. 
 
All documentation relative to the development of this handbook and inquiries 
regarding the compliance of the law shall be directed to: Plaquemines Parish 
School Board, Mrs. Lavern J. Maynor, Director of Elementary Education, 
District 504 Coordinator, 1484 Woodland Highway, Belle Chasse, LA  70037. 
 
Committee members:  Mrs. Carol A. Roberts, Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum; Mrs. Isabelle J. Sias, Assistant Superintendent of Personnel, Mr. 
Denis Rousselle, Chief Executive Director; Mr. Stewart L. Stanley, Director of 
Special Education; Mr. Paul Springer, Drug Education Coordinator; Mrs. 
Sandy Brechtel, Curriculum Supervisor; Mrs. Patricia Haydel & Mrs. Shelley 
Ritz, Belle Chasse Primary Principal; Mrs. Monica Wertz, Belle Chasse High 
School Principal; Mr. Joe Williamson, Belle Chasse Middle School Principal; 
Mrs. Maria Prout, Boothville-Venice Elementary School Principal; Mr. John 
Barthelemy, Phoenix High School Principal, Mrs. Theresita Ancar, South 
Plaquemines Elementary School Principal, Mr. Stanley Gaudet, South 
Plaquemines High School Principal, Ms. Ellen Condry, Facilitator & Parent 
Involvement Coordinator, Mrs. Debra Lee, Professional Development 
Coordinator, and Mrs. Carolyn Siegel, Pupil Appraisal Coordinator. 
 
 
___________________________    ____________________________ 
               Mrs. Eva G. Jones         Mr. Paul Lemaire 
        Superintendent of Schools   School Board President 
 
___________________________  ___________________________ 
                     Date          Date 



 

I AM A SPECIAL CHILD! 
 

I am a special child. 
I am one of a kind. 

My thoughts, my dreams, are all only 
mine. 

 

I am a special child. 
I can be whatever I want to be. 

The choices I make are up to me. 
 

I am a special child. 
My teacher tells me this each day. 

They tell me that what I have inside,  
No one can take away. 

 

I am a special child. 
Please help me to always believe  

that whatever I desire, I can achieve! 
 

I AM A SPECIAL CHILD! 
Nita M. Ridley 

 



 

 

SECTION 504 POLICY 
 
 

The Plaquemines Parish School Board in accordance with 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 1990, 

provides that "No qualified handicapped individual shall, 

solely by reason of his or her handicap, be excluded from 

the participation in, be denied the benefits of a Free, 

Appropriate Public Education (FAPE), or be subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity receiving 

federal financial assistance, aid(s) or related benefits. 

 

The Plaquemines Parish School Board shall ensure that any 

student who is handicapped, regardless of the severity, is 

identified and provided appropriate educational services 

across the curriculum within the regular classroom setting as 

the first academic placement. 
 

The Plaquemines Parish School District shall comply in 
areas of educational services inclusive of pre-kindergarten, 
kindergarten, elementary and secondary grade levels, adult 
education program as well as all certificated, non-certificated 
and support service employees.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PREFACE 
 

The Department of Education and Local Education Agencies (LEAs) have an obligation to 
provide for the evaluation of a child suspected of having a disability.  The evaluation shall 
determine the childôs need for specialized instruction and related services under Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act.  (IDEA ï formerly Public Law 94-142.) 
 
A handicapped person is defined under Section 504 (34 CFR 104.3[j]) as any person 
who: (A) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity 
(e.g.; learning, self-care, manual tasks, seeing, walking, speaking, breathing, working); (b) 
has a record of such an impairment; or (c) is regarded as having such an impairment. 
 
A student who has reading problems that substantially limits the learning process and who 
is suspected of having dyslexia is protected under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973.  In addition, a student exhibiting dyslexic characteristics may be served under 
special educational services.   
 
In 1990, Section 504 was expanded to protect not only the rights of an individual with 
visible disabilities, but also those with disabilities that may not be apparent.  Such hidden 
disabilities could include conditions and diseases as diabetes, epilepsy, severe allergies, 
dyslexia, heart, liver and kidney disease, and high blood pressure. 
 
Federal laws require that recipients that operate a public elementary or secondary 
education program address the needs of each child considered ña handicapped personò as 
adequately as they address the needs of a non-handicapped person.  No handicapped 
person shall, on the basis of handicap, be excluded from participation in, or be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity that 
receives or benefits from federal financial assistance. 
 
Both laws require that as LEA provide a free, appropriate public education to each 
qualified handicapped child.  A free, appropriate public education, under Section 504, 
consists of regular or special education and related aids and services designed to meet the 
individual studentôs needs and based on adherence to the regulatory requirements or 
educational setting, evaluation, placement, and procedural safeguards. 
 
LEAs are obliged to provide a free, appropriate public education to each child who is in the 
recipientôs jurisdiction, regardless of the nature or severity of the personôs handicap. (34 
CFR 104.33 - 104.36)  A student may be handicapped within the meaning of Section 504 
and therefore entitled to regular or special education and related aids and services, even 
though the student may not be eligible for special education and services under IDEA.  
 
Non-academic and extra curricular services and activities may include counseling services, 
physical recreational athletics, transportation, health services, recreational activities, 
special interest groups or clubs sponsored by the recipients, referrals to agencies that 
provide assistance to a handicapped person, and the employment of a student.  (34 CFR 
104.37) 



 

DEFINITION AND REQUIREMENTS IN THE STATE LAW 
 
Act 854 of the 1990 Regular Legislative Session (R.S. 17:7[11]) defines dyslexia as a 
ñlanguage processing disorder which may be manifested by difficulty processing 
expressive or receptive, oral or written, language despite adequate intelligence, 
educational exposure, and cultural opportunity.ò  Specific manifestations may occur in one 
or more areas, including difficulty with the alphabet, reading comprehension, writing, and 
spelling. 
 
The law also identifies related disorders as ñdisorders similar to or related to dyslexia 
such as developmental auditory imperception, dysphasia, specific developmental dyslexia, 
developmental dysgraphia, and developmental spelling disability.ò 
 
The law requires that the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education provide for 
the testing of certain students for dyslexia and related disorders, that the Board provide for 
remediation of any student determined to have dyslexia or a related disorder, that the 
Board provide definitions, and that the Board provide guidelines and standards for the 
implementation of the law. 
 
LEAs must adhere to the five-step process contained within these guidelines for evaluation 
and placement for each student suspected of being dyslexic or having visible disabilities or 
non-apparent disabilities.  Adherence to these guidelines will provide for consistency in the 
implementation of these laws. 
 

SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 
 
ñNo otherwise qualified individual with handicaps in the United States shall, solely by 
reason of his or her handicap, as defined in section 706(8) of this title, be excluded from 
the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving federal financial assistance or under any program or activity 
conducted by an executive agency.  (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794) 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
1. Individual with Handicaps ï ñany individual who (a) has a physical or mental 
impairment which substantially limits one or more of such personôs major life activities; 
(b) has a record of such an impairment; or (c) is regarded as having such an 
impairment.ò (29 U.S.C. Sec. 706[8]) 

 
2. Physical or Mental Impairment ï ñ(a) any physiological disorder or condition, 

cosmetic disfigurement, or anatomical loss affecting one or more of the following body 
systems: neurological; musculoskeletal; special sense organs; respiratory, including 
speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive; genito-urinary; hemic and 
lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or (b) any mental or psychological disorder, such as 
mental retardation, organic brain syndrome, emotional or mental illness, and specific 
learning disabilities.ò  (34 CFRf 104.3) 

 



 

3. Major Life Activities ï ñfunctions such as caring for oneôs self, performing manual 
tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working.ò  (34 CFR 
104.3) 

 
4. Has a Record of Such an Impairment ï ñhas a history of, or has been classified as 

having, a mental or physical impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities.ò  (34 CFR 104.3) 

 
5. Is Regarded as Having an Impairment ï ñ(a) has a physical or mental impairment 

that does not substantially limit major life activities but is treated by a recipient as 
constituting such a limitation; (b) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially 
limits major life activities only as a result of attitudes  of others toward such impairment; 
or (c) has none of the impairments defined but is treated by a recipient as having such 
an impairment.ò  (34 CFR 104.3) 

 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF STUDENTS WITH HIDDEN DISABILITIES UNDER  

SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 
 
SPECIAL NOTE:  Section 504 protects the rights not only of an individual with visible 

disabilities, but also those with disabilities that may not be apparent. 
 
HIDDEN DISABILITIES UNDER SECTION 504 
 
Hidden disabilities are physical or mental impairments that are not readily apparent to 
others.  They include such conditions and diseases as specific learning disabilities, 
diabetes, epilepsy, allergies, and asthma. 
 
A disability such as a limp, paralysis, total blindness, or deafness is usually obvious to 
others.  But hidden disabilities such as low vision, poor hearing, heart disease, or chronic 
illness may not be obvious.  A chronic illness involves a recurring and long term disability 
such as diabetes, heart disease, kidney and liver disease, high blood pressure, or ulcers. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF ED RECIPIENTS IN PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY, AND 
SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
Under the Section 504 Regulations, a recipient that operates a public elementary or 
secondary education program has a number of responsibilities towards each qualified 
handicapped person in its jurisdiction.  These recipients must: 
 

1. undertake annually to identify and locate each unserved handicapped child; 
 
2. provide a ñFree, Appropriate Public Educationò (FAPE) to each student with 

handicaps, regardless of the nature or severity of the handicap.  This means 
providing regular or special education and related aids and services designed to 
meet the individual educational needs of each handicapped person as 
adequately as the need of a non-handicapped person is met; 

 



 

3. ensure that each student with handicaps is educated with non-handicapped 
students to the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of the handicapped 
person; 

 
4. establish non-discriminatory evaluation and placement procedures to avoid the 

inappropriate education that may result from the mis-classification or 
misplacement of a student; 

 
5. establish procedural safeguards to enable the parent or guardian to participate 

meaningfully in decisions regarding the evaluation and placement of their child; 
and 

 
6. afford each handicapped child an equal opportunity to participate in non-

academic and extra curricular services and activities. 
 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION OR DAY CARE PROGRAM 
 
A recipient that operates a preschool education or day care program, must take into 
account the needs of each qualified handicapped person in determining the aid, benefits, 
or services to be provided under those programs and activities. 
 
A student with hidden disabilities frequently is not properly diagnosed.  Examples: 
 

1. A student with an undiagnosed hearing impairment may be unable to 
understand much of what a teacher says. 

 
2. A student with a learning disability may be unable to process oral or written 

information routinely. 
 

3. A student with an emotional problem may be unable to concentrate in a regular 
classroom setting. 

 
As a result, the student, regardless of his/her intelligence, will be unable to fully 
demonstrate their ability or attain educational benefits equal to that of a non-handicapped 
student.  The student may be perceived by teachers and fellow students as slow, lazy, or 
as a discipline problem. 
 
The child need not be in school.  Whether a child is already in school or not, if his/her 
parent/guardian feels the child needs special education or related services, they should get 
in touch with the local superintendent of schools.  Examples: 
 

1. A parent/guardian who believes his/her child has a hearing impairment or is 
having difficulty understanding a teacher, may request to have the child 
evaluated so that the child may receive an appropriate education. 

 
2. A child with behavior problems, or one who is doing poorly academically, may 

have an undiagnosed hidden disability.  A parent/guardian has the right to 
request that the school determine whether the child is handicapped and whether 




